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The agreement between ICEC and CSCB aims to address the fundamentals 

and concerns of sustainability-related issues in a wider perspective. 

Through the mutual recognition of certifications, 

the new approach aims at improving sustainability in the leather sector chain, 

involving many players at a global level.



TRANSPARENCY RELATIONSHIPS COMMERCIAL 

OPPORTUNITIES

THROUGH A DIRECT AND 

PROACTIVE APPROACH, OPEN THE 

DIALOGUE WITH INTERNATIONAL 

NGO’S TO HELP EVALUATE AND 

IMPROVE PRACTICES 

TO CREATE AND FOSTER 

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS WITH 

THE MOST PROMINENT GLOBAL 

NICHE MEDIA GROUPS IN ORDER 

TO DISSEMINATE ACHIEVEMENTS 

AND PROMOTE LEATHER AS A 

SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT 

WORLWIDE

TO CREATE AND FOSTER DIRECT 

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS WITH 

THE LEADING GLOBAL LUXURY 

CONGLOMERATES, BRANDS AND 

BUYERS, OPENING COMMERCIAL 

POSSIBILITIES FOR THE CERTIFIED 

TANNERIES 

VALUE OF THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT



OF QUALIFICATION PRACTICES 

THROUGH THE RECIPROCAL 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE 

SCHEMES OF CERTIFICATION, 

AND MUTUAL RECOGNITION 

AGREEMENTS

ON TOPICS RELATED TO 

ANIMAL WELFARE, 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, 

TRACEABILITY, 

HUMAN RIGHTS, 

HEALTH AND SAFETY

COMPETENCE SIMPLIFICATION

THROUGH THE ISSUE OF

RECOGNIZED CERTIFICATIONS 

WITH 

TECHNICAL EXPERTISE, 

TRANSPARENCY,

IMPARTIALITY, 

AND CONDIFENTIALITY,

THROUGHOUT THE SUPPLY CHAIN

AWARENESS

VALUE OF THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT



The Certification Institute for the Leather Sector 



THE CERTIFICATION INSTITUTE FOR THE LEATHER SECTOR

Since 1994 we have been working:

• With a high specialization in the leather sector

• Under accreditation (Accredia)

• Exclusively for ALL the leather chain:  tanneries, 

brands, manufacturers

ICEC 

Headquarter  

MILAN

Tuscany

Campania

Veneto



THREE MAIN SUSTAINABILITY AREAS FOR ICEC  CERTIFICATION SERVICES 

Three Sustainability areas:

1 - Environmental

2 - Social and ethical

3 - Economic and product oriented

FROM LAWS AND THEIR OBSERVANCE



MAIN STANDARDS & CERTIFICATIONS – ENVIRONMENTAL

Environmental management system  - Standard: ISO 14001

EMAS III: Environmental Declaration - Reg. (EC)1221/2009

Eco leather («real» leathers produced with a low environmental impact) 

Standard: UNI 11427



Occupational health and safety management system

Standard: OHSAS 18001  (ISO 45001)

Code of conduct and social accountability for the tanning industry 

Standard: UNIC (ref. SA8000 - ISO 26000)

MAIN STANDARDS & CERTIFICATIONS – SOCIAL AND ETHICAL



MAIN STANDARDS & CERTIFICATIONS – ECONOMIC AND PRODUCT ORIENTED

Quality management system  - Standard: ISO 9001

Product certification for finished leathers – Standard: UNI 

Chemicals Management System – Standard: ICEC TS 

Origin of the leather production (Made in) – Standard: EN16484

Traceability of raw leathers: country of origin, slaughterhouses, farms - Standard: ICEC TS 



If the company adopts at least one certification

for each of the three areas of sustainability 

(environmental, social/ethical, economic/product)

it obtains the

«Sustainability» certification.

ICEC SUSTAINABILITY CERTIFICATION





CSCB IS A REAL CERTIFICATION, NOT A PROTOCOL

The CSCB seal is conceded by INMETRO (Nacional Institute of Metrology, Quality and Technology), signing organ of the 

mutual recognition agreement in the IAF (International Accreditation Forum) and the ILAC (International Laboratory 

Accreditation Cooperation) framework. This agreement guarantees the international recognition of certifying organisms. 

TANNERIES AUDITING IS EXECUTED BY 

THIRD-PARTY COMPANIES AFFILIATED WITH 

INMETRO

They must meet the requirements established by INMETRO ordinance 314/2015 and by the norm 

ABNT NBR 16.346 – Guidelines for auditing in tanneries, auditing procedures, and criterion of 

qualification for  tannery auditors.



WHAT IS THE CSCB?
The Brazilian Leather Certification of Sustainability (CSCB) was built by the chain that integrates the 

country's leather industry and is supported by the Brazilian Leather Project - an initiative of the Centre 

for the Brazilian Tanning Industry (CSCB) and the Brazilian Trade and Investment Promotion Agency 

(Apex-Brasil), to encourage Brazilian leather participation in foreign markets. The CSCB promotes and 

recognizes the best tannery practices regarding economic results, reduction of environmental impact, 

and relationships with employees and surrounding communities. Included in the CSCB there are 173 

indicators companies must work on, such as:

- reduction of water consumption

- reduction of energy consumption

— product quality control

- origin of raw materials

- restricted substances

- worker health and safety



HOW TO OBTAIN THE CERTIFICATION
After joining the CSCB, each company undergoes a consulting and training phase in which they 

work on the 173 indicators. Consultants instruct and verify that indicators are met, registered, 

and maintained. With this step completed, the tannery can request an audit by an INMETRO 

accredited body for certification. The seal has four levels:

- Bronze (for those who meet up to 50% of the applicable indicators of each of the four 

dimensions of certification)

- Silver (75%)

- Gold (90%)

- Diamond (100%)








